244                     ARABIA PETKJBA           [DAMASCUS
men, with six guns and ten machine-guns. Its
marching pace was not more than two miles an
hour, if that, and its tactical mobility was very small.
There was no prospect of it holding a defensive
position against greatly superior numbers, or attack-
ing any formed body of troops which was prepared
to fight. We knew that our raid had given rise to
the wildest rumours, and we had good reason to
hope that its moral effect had been as great as its
material results, but we did not know till later that
there was no real prospect of the Fourth Army
putting up any fight on its way to Damascus. It
was not in fact till after the capture of Amman on
the 24th that the Fourth Army Commander ordered
his men to retreat to Damascus as best they could,
and not to keep military formation, as a large Arab
army was behind them. For all we knew, a force of
10,000 men might be retiring in good order up the
line, in which case the only role for the detachment,
apart from demolition raids like those it had just
done, would be to harass their flanks and rear with
the problematical help of the Arab irregulars. For
this purpose, and for possible future demolitions, it
was well placed to the east of the railway, where
ran its own lines of communication, such as they
were. Another point was that the camels were ex-
hausted by their long march from Akaba and badly
needed rest.
It seemed to me obvious that our best course was
to hang about on the east of the line in the neigh-
bourhood of Deraa, to do our best to worry the
Fourth Army as it passed us along the railway, and
to wait for the 4th Division. In this position we
could safely withdraw at any time, if need be, into
the Jebel Druze, where we could support ourselves